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Keith Hallman of
Paragon Landscaping
and landscape architect
Chuck Hess work
together to deliberately
create beauty in Bucks
and Montgomery

Counties

by Leslie Feldman
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Deliberate Beauty

n Wyndmoor, Pennsylvania, a homeowner’s property has

become more like a park than a backyard. The eight-acre

parcel of land with rolling, wooded topography has two

converging streams bisecting the property. For Chuck

Hess, Jr. and Keith Hallman, collaborating on landscape
projects such as this one is a recipe for success. They are
responsible for some of the most beautiful and innovative
landscape projects in the Bucks and Montgomery Counties.

“This property is one that we’re most proud of, as we have
treated it more as a park than a heavily manicured estate,”
said Chuck, owner of Charles Hess Landscape Architects in
Lansdale, PA., who has been in business since 1988. “I've
been involved with this property since our company’s incep-
tion, and while every step made during the design process
has been deliberate, we have maintained a respect for the
natural beauty already inherently found there.”

continued on page 94



v and landscape contours created
by this collaboration involve a high
egree of planning while maintaining
an amazing natural look. Below,
Chuck Hess (left) owner of Chuck Hess
Landscape Architects and Keith

Hallman of Paragon Landscaping.
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~HISTORIC UPPER BUCKS COUNTY—

ROLLING HILLS, HISTORY,SHOPPING AND FINE DINING

=/ONE STOP SHOPPING,
Two
FABULOUS STORES

mn
Quakertown’s Antique District
ﬂntiques at

200 ‘East
200 East Broad St. ® 215-536-4547

East Broad

?lntiques
141 East Broad St. » 215-536-4408

e

Free Parking at both locations
st
“Shop Where Dealers Buy”
40 Dedler Co-op
et

Mon., Tue., Wed. 10-5 @ Thurs. 10-8
Fri., Sat., Sun. 10-6 :
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of Commerce

Progress Through Community Commerce

A New Program:
“Leadership Bucks”
Upper County

“Professional Advocate
for Business”

We Mean Business For You
Pennridge Chamber
of Commerce
538 W. Market Street
Perkasie, PA 18944
215-257-5390
Daily from 9:00 am to 4:00pm

http:/mww.pennridge.com

J.C. STEINLY, mnc.

Qil Heat Services

e Qil Burner
Service & Sales

e Home Heating
Oil & Gasoline

Family Operated
Since 1939

- 817 Market St.
Perkasie, PA 18944
215-257-2739
215-257-2060
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Keith, who in 1997 founded Para-
gon Landscaping in Collegeville, Penn-
sylvania, has been working with Chuck
for the past 15 years, and they have
developed a close business relationship.
Paragon Landscaping provides land-
scape installation, landscape mainte-
nance, turf management and snow
removal services. Working with Keith,
a landscape architect, they provide their
clients with design, installation and
maintenance of all forms of planting,
from foundation plantings to the most
detailed formal gardens.

“Keith and I are of like mind in how
we manage our client’s expectations and
our individual businesses,” explained
Chuck. “We have a shared vision for
producing distinguished spaces which
compliment our clients’ tastes and sur-
pass their expectations.”

Keith’s interest in landscaping was

sparked by him spending summers on
a tree farm. “This experience encour-
aged me to attend college and major in

“We bave a shared
vision for producing
distinguished spaces
which compliment
our clients’ tastes
and surpass their
expectations.”

horticulture. Both during and after
college, I worked at a well respected
landscape design/build firm in the

94 Bucks County Town & Country Living ¢ Spring 2010

area,” he explained. “About 13 years
ago, I decided to go out on my own
and start a landscape installation and
maintenance company with a strong
emphasis on customer service and hor-
ticultural fundamentals.”

Chuck received his Master’ degree in
Landscape Architecture (MLA) from
the University of Pennsylvania in 1991,
and worked for a design-build company
until 1998, when he established Hess
Landscape Architects. “I slowly devel-
oped a client base over the years, which
provided the springboard for starting
my own company,” Hess said.

Both Keith and Chuck recognize
that more homeowners are seeing their
property as an extension of their livable
space. Because of this landscape design
has to incorporate many of the conven-
iences you find indoors. “With outdoor
kitchens, fireplaces and dining terraces,
we are moving the indoor living experi-
ence into the garden,” said Chuck.

“We enjoy nurturing close relation-

continued on page 99
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ships with our clients, and assisting
them with the creation of special places |
they consider a part of their home. In
today’s economy, people are spending
more time at home. Some of the nicest
compliments we have received from
past clients are that their space enables
them to take a vacation at home—stay-
cations. While traveling, our clients
experience different ideas and inspira-
tons from other gardens and seek to
have us incorporate these forms into
their own space.”

“While traveling,
our clients
experience

different ideas
and inspirations
from other gardens
and seek to
have us incorporate
these forms into
their own space.”

Working as part of a team seems to
be a key to success for both Keith and
Chuck. For Chuck, he typically teams
with design consultants on larger
projects where he collaborates to
balance the garden with the architec-
ture. “We work with the client to un-
derstand how they intend to use their
space, and how they live. Due to the
transformative nature of the garden, we
find ourselves engaged with clients over
a period of time, as we continue to re- |
fine and enhance a space with changing |
plants to suit clients’ changing tastes.” |

Keith, prior to doing an installa-
tion, meets with a potential clientand |

; |
continued on page 111 |
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STATE FARM

Check our competitive rates! For all
your insurance needs, stop by or call...

LEN ADAMUSKO
215-968-9271

Fax 215-860-1620
Serving the Community for 40 years

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
119 S. State Street * Newtown, PA 18940

INSURANCE §I)

— SINCE 1932 —

Handcrafted Reproduction
Door Locks & Hardware

BALL AxDp BALL
EXTON, PENNSYLVANIA

Call for 108-page catalog 1-800-257-3711

or visit www.ballandball.com

DINING « SHOPPING * EVENTS * ART « ANTIQUES

~ Visit our newly designed Website to find out
more about Bucks County. Enjoy the history in
Our Towns section. Plus, get some home
decorating ideas by visiting the pages of our
Annual Home and Garden Guides.

buckscountymagazine.com

AQTQ K[[]FI G DE&Q HN@Q
AIR CONDITIONING,
PLUMBING & HEATING

Professionally Installed By The Warm Floor People

Pioneering Radiant Floor Heat
& Snow Melting since 1945

COMMERCIAL —INDUSTRIAL — RESIDENTIAL
313 S.Main Street  Perkasie, PA 18944 s Phone: 215-257-9208 » Fax: 215-257-7199

HOT WATER

ELECTRIC

Spring 2010 ® Bucks County Town & Country Living 99



Home

continued from page 99

listens to their needs to determine if
they need a landscape designer or a
landscape architect. Once that deter-
mination is made, he refers clients to a
landscape architect or he provides a
landscape design to satisfy their land-
scaping needs.

“After the landscape design process
is complete, we provide the client with
the installation price. We then move
on to perform the landscape instal-
lation in a neat, timely and pro-
fessional manner, he said. “Finally,

“Customer service
and satisfaction
are paranount.

Managing customer
expectations with
continued focus on
their specific needs
has been the
groundwork for
the growth of

our company.”

after a project is completed, we con-
tinue to strengthen our relationships
with our clients by maintaining the
spaces we have installed and helping
them with other projects they desire,”
said Keith.

Another one of Chuck and Keith’s
projects is very typical in scale and char-
acter to the jobs they work on
together. The scope of this project in
Gladwyne, PA, encompassed a pool,
terraces, improving site circulation, and
general garden design. However,
unique to this project was the site’s
steep topography, which made these
program elements challenging to inte-
grate successfully. They incorporated

an infinity pool with a 12 foot waterfall,
an adjacent hanging garden and
perimeter seating terraces, which all
help mitigate the steep slope and

simultaneously provide beautiful distant |

views for the client.

Both Keith and Chuck are proud
of their memberships in organiza-
tions. Paragon Landscaping is a
member of the Pennsylvania Land-
scape and Nursery Association
(PLLNA), the Professional Landscape
Network (PLANET), and the Penn-
sylvania Turfgrass Council. Chuck’s
affiliations include the American
Society of Landscape Architects
(ASLLA), and the Association of Pro-
fessional ~ Landscape  Designers
(APLD). He is the recipient of the
APLD 2007 Gold Award and the
ASLA PA Chapter 2008 Merit Award.

Chuck, who lives in Harleysville,
Pennsylvania, believes the levels of suc-
cess he has achieved are humbling, and
he feels fortunate to have an excep-
tional group of clients. “Maintaining a
good rapport with clients, fellow design
consultants and local artisans enables us
to operate purely as a referral business,”
he noted. “Customer service and satis-
faction are paramount. Managing cus-
tomer expectations with continued
focus on their specific needs has been
the groundwork for the growth of
our company.”

A resident of Skippack, Keith echoes
Chuck’s belief in strong customer serv-
ice and developing good business rela-
tionships. He has found that most of his
new business comes from referrals from
present clients. “We are honest with
clients and always try to ensure that
they are satisfied with our work. We
sweat the small stuff; attention to detail
is very important. In addition, we have
a knowledgeable and experienced staft
that always apply the fundamentals of
horticulture and never cut corners. We
provide tremendous customer service
and are in business to form strong
relationships with our clients for many
years to come.”

To contact Paragon Landscaping,
call 484-902-0337 or visit www.paragon
landscapingcorp.com. To reach Hess
Landscape Architects, call 215-855-
5530 or visit www.hessla.com. <

Leslie Feldman is a freelance writer and
public relations professional.
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Town & Country Market appears every quarter. Rate is

$1.95 per word. 15-word minimum, telephone numbers
‘ count as two words. Positioning of ad is at our discretion.

We reserve the right to refuse any advertisement we feel
does not meet the standard of this publication. Check or
money order must accompany ad copy, which must be re-
ceived no later than the 30 days prior the issue release date
(Winter-November 1st, Spring-February 1st, Summer
~May lst, Fall-August 1st). Pl furnish name, street ad-
dress, and telephone number. Display Ads are available at
$90 per inch for a one insertion and S75 per inch on a fre-
| quency four time basis. Mail to: Bucks Connty Toawn & Coun-
|ty Liwing, 790 Township Line Road, South Campus, Suite
| 300, Yardley, PA 19067 or call 215-968-0321.

' COUNTRY INNS

Barbara & Michel Faure's

1857 Bucks County inn
iver & canal.
Gourmet dining. Romantic
lodging in six rooms with
queen-sized canopy heds.

~ Goliden
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B00-830-4GPH474) » www.goldenpheasant.com « Erwinna, PA
Cocktails » Dinner * Sunday Brunch * Lodging
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Terry §. Beitl
Cabinetry
Serving Bucks County for

Over 25 Years
Fine Cabinetry and Custom Furniture
made to order in cherry, walnut, or mahogany.
Each piece is built to pass down to future
generations and signed by its maker.

| TIBCABINETRY.COM
‘ 215-297-9722

Screen & Window Repair & Restoration Service
 0ld & Historic Windows Restored
e Gustom Wood Storm Windows
 Sash Cords/Balances Replaced

» Screens Custom Made/Repaired
« Screen Porches Re-Screened

= Broken Glass Replaced » Re-Glazing |=s

“We Come toYou" o]
215-340-9770

WINERY

World class \
wine & champagne...

-—
: llilllll from Bucks County
Free tours and tasting
l!!“““! Personalized wine labels
".I-E_‘ Very reasonable prices!

Buckingham
Vvalley Vineyards

On Route 413, two miles south of Route 202
Open Tues thru Sat 11-6, Sun 12-5
' \

215-794-7188 www. pawine.com
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